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Lex Talionis, - 


O R, 


A RECEIPT for the Relief of our Preſent, 
& Diſtempers. = 


S Epidemick diſeaſes, when Infetion hath poſſeſſed the ayr, raigns powerfully over 
the bodies of Mortalls, ſo ſomctimes even their Souls ſeem to be poſſeſt with at 
Univerſall frenſy , when the ſpirits of the ayr hath infuſed, as it were a ſpirituall 
madneſs into their mindes, to make them not only believe a lye, (even Goat the 
mouths of the moſt infamous ) b'1r like the depray'd appetitesof the body, which longs far all 
things that are poyſonous to themielves ; ſo they with as much earneſtneſs hunt after all things 
that may encreaſe their diltemper, and givemore diſorder to their underſtandings ; This js one 
of the greateit puniſhments that God uſes to revenge the greateſt ſins with, to give themup to 
the belief of lyes, and put a lye into the mouths of their Prophets ; thus puniſhing ſin with ſin, 
makes them run round in-a vicious Circulatiog, and Endleſs giddineſs of Errour ; From thence. 
proceeds all thoſe fears, thoſe jealouſies, that thus diſturb our quiet, and repoſe under the go- 
verument of the beſt of Princes, and beſt of Laws: From theſe ſuſpitions proceed the want of 
commerce and dearth of trade : From theſe diſtraftions, Envy and hatred amongſt neighbours, 
Relations, and Kindred : From theſe fatall feuds falſe witneſſes, Briberies,and penſions for per- 
juries ariſe :1 would it were in my power even with the mixture of my Bloud to make a 6alve 
for theſe wounds, or give a Cordiall to theſe diſtempers ſo raging at this time amongſt us : I 
ſhall now only preſcribe the Ingredients asI have receivedthem from a Recipe, under his hand, 
that cannot lye nor deccive us, and conſequently I hope the better antidote againſt lyes, which 
is one of our preſent Evils; 1 ſhall not compound nor preſcribe the meaſure of them, but leave 
every one to take what Doſe he thinks his own _ requires : I ſhall not paraphraſe upon 
their perfeCtions, becauſe none whoſe madneſs is not beyond cure, can doubt them, coming 
: from {o perfect a principle ; plainly therefore, and as | finde them, you ſhall have them. 

The firſt and moſt Excellcnt againſt the multiplicity of vain and falſe Oaths, and the perni- 
tious frenſy of Perjury is, Thox ſhalt not take the name of thy Lord thy Ged invain, andif not vain- 
ly, much leſs falſely. ; 

The ſecond and moſt particular remedy againſt the diſtraCtion of detraCtian, is, Thou ſhalt 
not bear falſe witneſs againſt thy Neighbour. 

The third is, to ſhew us the danger of this diſtemper, and the Remedy for it is, If a falſe 
witneſſe riſe up againſt any man, to teſtify a7 ainſt him what is not true, The Judges, ſhall makg great In- 
quiſition between them, and if the witneſſe be found a falſe-witneſſe, and hath reſtifyed falſely againſt his 
Brother, Then ſhall he do to him as he thought to have done to his brother, ſo ſhall you put away the Evill 
from amongſt you : and then eyes ſhall not putty him, but life ſhall go for life, eye for eye; tooth for tooth, 
hand for hand, and foot for foot, as Dent. Cap. 19. ver. 16. Neither ſhalt thou makg diſtinftion of 
perſons ;, but you ſhall have one manner of law as well for ſtrangers as your own (ountrey-men : Lev. 
Chap. 24. ver. 22. | | 

This as you ſee being the law of God is followed by the Civil law, or Fus Gentizm, and called 
Lex Talionis, as the moſt equall and rationall law of mankinde. This did the moſt wiſe of 
Princes ſet down as a Maxim amongſt his Proverbs : A falſe witneſſe ſhall not be unpuniſhed, and he 

thas 


[2 ] 
that ſped$s lyes ſhall not eſcape, T rov. Chap. 19. ver. 5, And this doth our moſt ecual ard excel- 
lent Municipell laws of onr Land intend,,. whenit iays, No Free-man ſhall be convicted but by 
the teſtimony of two phUcas, honeſt and credible witnaſles ;, and their evidence ( ſo called 
from the compoſition of E and Yidee, which 7s clear and ſeen Gught tobe, as Judge (ook fays, 
Lace clarcores, clearer then the light it ſelf :"And for the greater Cantionin this important af- 
fair, our Law hath ordained that twelve able and underſtanding men ofthe viſensge or Neigh- 
bourhood, where the fact was ſaid to be Committed, ſhould upon their Conſcience enquire, as 
well intothe honeſty and Integrity of the perſon accuſing, and the perſon accuſed, as the clear 
and evident matter of faCt before them. 
op if common, cheat a pickpocket, a horſe-ſtealer, or they whoſe Life hath-been only 

C tin couſenings and falſityes, without any previous appearance of amendment, ſhall 
cauſe an honeſt upright and juſt perſon to all appearance, and without more probabilitys then 
his — aſſeveration, what perſon think you ( without the prejudice of his Nation Y 
could believe it ; But ifindeed to pick a purſe, to ſteal a horſe, to cheat ſome young ofe of his 
money, were the deſigne; none more proper for #hat conſult, then leud Indigent, and vitious 
perſons; Butto raiſe a War, to Subvert Governments, and introduce a Religion, to ufe for 
the principall contrivers of that, thoſe who can raiſe nothing but a Regiment of Lice, whoſe 
credit would not go for a crackt groat, and whoſe Religion is worſe then honeſt' Atheiſmy is 
incredible ; for amongſt Barbarians there hath not perhaps been found, ſo horrid an example 
of perjury and partiality as is countenanced amongſt us; much leſs can reaſon and Conſcience 
Took on it without a bluſh, and not ſuffer it to be redreſſed without a blemiſh to the Juſtice of 
our Nation : Let us therefore have recourſe not only to our own reaſons, but to the Law 
of Godand Man, as well Natural as civill, and you will finde no ſecurity too great for inno+ 
'cency, no puniſhment too ſevere for perjury. | 

This, Gentlemen is our ſafery both as to Law and Conſcience ; this is the ſecurity of our 
lives, liberties, and fortunes, againſt all baſe, unworthy, and leud ill-livers, who as they 
have ſold their Souls to vice and liberty, ſo will they fell our lives to maintain their Luxury : 
If therefore you will free your ſelves, and others, from this dangerous Infection ; imitate 
the pious prudence of the Prophet Danzel, where ſeperating the two falſe witneſſes, he in- 
trapped them in their one lye, and caught them in the fame ſnare their luſt and mal- 
lice had laid for innocent blood, whoſe words crying to Heaven, ( much more would 
her blood, had it been ſpilt, ) ſhe ſaid, Eternal God, which art the knower of all hidden things 
before they are come to paſs, thou knoweſt they have 'born falſe-witneſs againſt me, and lo I aye, 
whereas I have done none of thoſe things which theſe Men have malictouſly forged againſt me, 
and the Lord heard her woice, and returning to judgement becauſe they had given falſe 
Teſtimony, they did with them as they would have done againſt their Innocent Neigh- 
bours, Darn. Chaps 13. This is the beſt and only way timely to ſtop this dangerous In- 
- feftion from ſpreading farther amongſt ns, and prevent thoſe ills that may over-take thoſe 
"that think themſelves the ſecureſt of us. 

So long live the King, and all that love him, and let theEnemies of our Lord the King be 


like the young Man Abſolon, as Kimgs, Chap. 18. Ver. 32, 


FINIS. 


